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A good reason to celebrate: Bavarian Heritage Conservation 
Medal awarded to Spesa rehabilitation project 
 

• Hohenberneck Castle Ruins project receives Bavarian Heritage Conservation 
Medal 

• Award presented in Munich by Minister of Art Markus Blume and General 
Conservator Prof. Dipl.-Ing. Mathias Pfeil in late July 

• Extensive rehabilitation works on Hohenberneck Castle Ruins concluded in 
December 2022 

 
Munich, Germany – Outstanding commitment and extraordinary dedication to the 
preservation of cultural monuments: In late July, the Bavarian Heritage Conservation 
Medal was awarded to 16 individuals, journalists, families and communities for 
rehabilitating historical buildings, researching their local history or transferring expertise in 
monument preservation. Award recipients included a rehabilitation project carried out by 
SPESA Spezialbau und Sanierung GmbH: the restoration of the Hohenberneck Castle 
Ruins in Bad Berneck. 
 
Rewarding dedication 
Minister of Art Markus Blume and General Conservator Prof. Dipl.-Ing. Mathias Pfeil, Head 
of the Bavarian State Office for Monument Conservation, thanked the award recipients for 
their tireless dedication. “A state without monuments is a state without a memory. It fills me 
with joy to see that so many people in Bavaria view the cultural heritage of the Free State 
of Bavaria as part of their identity and want to preserve that heritage,” remarked Prof. Dipl.-
Ing. Mathias Pfeil. “The recipients of the 2024 Heritage Conservation Medal are the true 
guardians of our history and the best ambassadors for monument preservation. I would 
like to thank them for their unwavering commitment.” Minister of Art Markus Blume 
emphasized: “Monument preservation is the most beautiful way to honor your roots! The 
recipients of today’s award have demonstrated this special connection to their local culture 
through commitment and passion. Monument preservation is far more than conserving our 
cultural treasures: monument preservation is a way of life.” Since 1978, the Heritage 
Conservation Medal has recognized outstanding achievements in the preservation of 
buildings, art and archaeology in Bavaria. The award for restoring the Hohenberneck 
Castle Ruins was accepted by the Mayor of Bad Berneck, Jürgen Zinnert. 
 
Old walls, new splendor 
The Hohenberneck Castle Ruins themselves look back on an eventful – and extensive – 
history. Constructed as a medieval fortress in the late Gothic style starting in 1478, the 
structure has dominated the landscape of Bad Berneck in the district of Bayreuth, Upper 
Franconia for centuries from its imposing position on the castle hill. Yet the centuries have 
not passed without leaving their trace on the old walls. In order to prevent further 
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deterioration and reopen the monument to the public, SPESA Spezialbau und Sanierung 
GmbH carried out extensive rehabilitation work starting in March 2021. For this project, the 
natural stone masonry of the monument-protected basic structure was thoroughly 
inspected and then restored step by step. The experts from Spesa rehabilitated 
approximately 2,400 m² of joints in the basalt walls, filled around 145 m³ of fractures in the 
masonry and replaced the wall coping over an area of 350 m². For further stabilization, 524 
masonry nails were installed including injections along with 19 t of trass cement grouting 
injections. 
 
Down to the smallest detail 
“For the rehabilitation of castle ruins like these, every stone counts,” explains Gerald Jech, 
Head of Special Construction for SPESA Spezialbau und Sanierung GmbH. “Even the 
smallest fragments tell a story that needs to be maintained and conserved.” After all, this 
was an extensive project with a clear goal: preserving the historic structure for future 
generations. The works were successfully concluded in December 2022 and the castle 
ruins were reopened to the public in May 2023. “We feel very honored that this 
rehabilitation project received the Bavarian Heritage Conservation Medal,” says Michael 
Karius, Managing Director of SPESA Spezialbau und Sanierung GmbH. “This 
demonstrates once again how important the preservation of historical buildings is for the 
identity of many towns and communities. We are proud to contribute to this endeavor.” 
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(1) General Conservator Mathias Pfeil, Bavarian State Minister of Science and Art Markus 
Blume, Mayor of Bad Berneck Jürgen Zinnert and State Secretary in the State Ministry for 
Finance and Homeland Affairs Martin Schöffel (from left to right) during the presentation of 
the Heritage Conservation Medal. © Axel König/StMWK 
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(2) The Hohenberneck Castle Ruins were extensively restored from March 2021 to 
December 2022 and reopened to the public in May 2023. 
 

 
(3) During the rehabilitation work, approximately 2,400 m² of joints in the basalt wall 
structures were restored. 
 



 
 
 

 4 

 
(4) To further stabilize the walls, 524 masonry nails were installed including injections. 
 

 
(5) The natural stone masonry of the monument-protected basic structure was thoroughly 
inspected and restored step by step. 
 
 
Image 1: © Axel König/StMWK 
Image 2-5: © BAUER Group 
 

 

 

About BAUER Resources Group  

The regionally organized BAUER Resources GmbH is aligned to projects around the world with its subsidiaries 
in Germany, Africa, the Middle East and South America and has extensive expertise in the areas of drilling 
services and water wells, environmental services, constructed wetlands, mining and rehabilitation. With more 
than 30 years of experience, BAUER Resources GmbH's Bauer Umwelt business division is one of the leading 
specialists in site remediation, soil remediation and waste disposal, both in the domestic market and 
internationally. As an expert in pollution reduction, Bauer Umwelt offers a diverse range of services for all 
environmental issues. Other companies of the BAUER Resources Group are GWE GmbH, SCHACHTBAU 
NORDHAUSEN GmbH and SPESA Spezialbau und Sanierung GmbH. More at https://resources.bauer.de/en.  
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About Bauer  

The BAUER Group is a leading provider of services, equipment and products dealing with ground and 
groundwater. The Group can rely on a worldwide network on all continents. The Group’s operations are divided 
into three forward-looking segments with high synergy potential: Geotechnical Solutions, Equipment and 
Resources. Bauer profits enormously from the collaboration of its three business segments, enabling the 
Group to position itself as an innovative, highly specialized provider of products and services for demanding 
projects in specialist foundation engineering and related markets. Bauer therefore offers suitable solutions to 
the world’s greatest challenges, such as urbanization, the growing infrastructure needs, the environment, as 
well as water. The BAUER Group was founded in 1790 and is based in Schrobenhausen, Bavaria. In 2023, it 
employed about 12,000 people and achieved total Group revenues of EUR 1.8 billion worldwide. More 
information can be found at https://www.bauer.de/en. Follow us on Facebook, LinkedIn, Instagram and 
YouTube! 

https://www.bauer.de/en
https://www.facebook.com/BauerAGgroup/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/bauer-group-/
https://www.instagram.com/bauergroup
https://www.youtube.com/user/BAUERGruppe

